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SAFE Names SeaChange Group as Energy Security Prize Semifinalist— 

for American Innovators Poised to Reduce U.S. Oil Consumption 
 

SeaChange is in the running for $125,000 grand prize; 
  

Online Voting begins for 2015 SAFE Energy Security Prize  
Cast your vote today! 

 
Washington, D.C. – Securing America’s Future Energy (SAFE) announced today the launch of 
online voting for its 2015 Energy Security Prize, awarding a total of $175,000 to companies whose 
innovations are poised to advance American energy security by helping to end the United States’ 
dependence on oil. The winner of the 2015 Prize will receive $125,000, the first runner up $35,000 
and the second runner up $15,000.  

The SeaChange Group and the other three companies remain in the running for the grand prize. 
Members of the public may cast their votes and view all of the entrants’ pitches at 
http://secureenergy.org 

SeaChange Group’s Eco-Hybrid™ Fuel and Bio-Eco-Hybrid™ Fuel can reduce petroleum diesel 
use from 35% to 100% respectively.   The Company is tackling an important opportunity for oil 
displacement: maritime vessels, locomotives and off-road equipment. Using glycerol, the primary 
byproduct from biodiesel production, SeaChange has created a fuel blend to markedly reduce oil 
use and emissions from all manner of seafaring vessels (to start) while eliminating the need for 
costly add-ons such as exhaust scrubbers. On top of the environmental and health benefits, 
SeaChange’s fuel is expected to be less expensive than regular diesel. The company is currently 
testing the new fuel at sea and has the capacity to produce 1,000 gallons daily with its pilot 
processor.  

The four semifinalists were selected by two rounds of judging by expert panels comprising industry 
leaders, energy and transportation specialists, and academics. Partners CNBC and Clemson 
University will join SAFE to announce the three winners of the 2015 prize in the days leading up to 
the Energy Security Prize awards ceremony, to be held in Charleston, S.C. on July 31. The event 
will feature leaders in the fields of business, policy and national security. These leaders will 
celebrate each technology and select those three with the greatest potential to transform the way 
the world moves goods and people.  

“SAFE is eager to provide America’s next generation of energy innovators and entrepreneurs, such 
as SeaChange, with the support they need to bring their products to market and reduce our 
country’s dependence on oil,” said SAFE President and CEO Robbie Diamond. “Achieving true 
energy security will require the efforts of companies and organizations large and small, and we 



believe that the 2015 prize semifinalists are an integral part of that vision. Game-changing 
technologies cannot just be impressive machinery. Truly transformational innovations need to be 
accepted and embraced by the public. SAFE is proud to share the semifinalists’ technologies with 
the public and ask for their help in determining the winner. We congratulate the semifinalists and 
look forward to seeing them play a critical role in reducing U.S. oil dependence.” 

This year’s Energy Security Prize is powered by The InterTech Group and is awarded in memory 
of the company’s Founder, President and CEO, Jerry Zucker. Mr. Zucker was driven by a life-long 
passion to create technologies that could revolutionize the world and improve the health of our 
country. As a prominent businessman, he worked tirelessly—not only to discover these 
technologies but also to bring them to market quickly and efficiently. Mr. Zucker was passionate 
about the significant advancements that technology could make in reducing America’s dependence 
on oil and in strengthening our country’s economic and national security. 

SeaChange credits the Environmental & Energy Technology Council of Maine for their introduction 
and support to SAFE. "E2Tech was proud to connect SeaChange with the SAFE Energy Prize 
opportunity, and impressed that the company has accelerated so far in the prize process already. 
SeaChange is a wonderful example of how energy and environmental innovation is thriving in 
Maine, and we wish SeaChange the best of luck," said Bonnie Frye Hemphill, Maine Innovation & 
Cleantech Connector at E2Tech. 

For more about the 2015 SAFE Energy Security Prize and to view the videos of the semifinalists, 
visit http://secureenergy.org In addition to the SeaChange Group, the other semifinalists include 
FreeWire Technologies, Momentum Dynamics and Peloton Technology.  

 
 
About Securing America’s Future Energy (SAFE) 
Securing America’s Future Energy (SAFE) is a nonpartisan organization that aims to reduce 
America’s dependence on oil and improve U.S. energy security to bolster national security and 
strengthen the economy. SAFE advocates for expanded domestic production of U.S. oil and gas 
resources, continued improvements in fuel efficiency, and in the long-term, breaking oil’s 
stranglehold on the transportation sector through alternatives like natural gas for heavy-duty trucks 
and plug-in electric vehicles. In 2006, SAFE joined with General P.X. Kelley (Ret.), 28th 
Commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps, and Frederick W. Smith, Chairman, President, and CEO of 
FedEx Corporation, to form the Energy Security Leadership Council (ESLC), a group of business 
and former military leaders committed to reducing the United States’ dependence on oil. 

 
 

About SeaChange Group LLC (SCG) 
SCG was founded in Maine in 2009 to develop and commercialize alternative, renewable, low to 
very low-emission (cleaner and safer) fuels for diesel engine markets. Ocean and waterway 
vessels (commercial, military and others) use very high volumes of diesel fuels, specifically high-
emission (dirty) fuels. In the US, these emissions contribute to more than 14,000 deaths and many 
more health issues each year (EPA 2010). Other markets include power plants, locomotives and 
Heavy Duty off-road equipment. 
 
SCG offers two distillate fuel options: patented Eco-Hybrid™ Fuel (EHF) and patent-pending Bio-
Eco-Hybrid Fuel (BEHF). Working with Maine Maritime Academy with support from the Maine 
Technology Institute and the National Science Foundation, SCG has successfully demonstrated 
that EHF reduces critical dangerous emissions and generates expected benefits, including 
enhanced fuel lubricity with resulting reduction in engine wear and maintenance costs. EHF is 
currently undergoing sea trials and early-adopter testing as part of the Maine Maritime Academy’s 
Marine Engines Testing Emissions Laboratory (METEL). 

 



 


